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Section 1 – Stewardship Plan Narrative 

1.1 Riverside Vista & The Stewardship Plan 

Riverside Vista is a proposed new pastoral development in the Town of Verona, 

northeast of the intersection of Riverside Road and Spring Rose Road. The development 

is comprised of 17 single-family residential homesites ranging from 1.20 to 1.89 acres and 

a large, primarily wooded, 12.21-acre outlot. 

 

The Homeowner’s Association Covenants dictate that this outlot is owned by the 

members of the Homeowner’s Association and managed by a three-person 

Stewardship Plan committee appointed by the Board of Directors for two-year terms 

(their decisions on the plan and budget subject to the Covenants).  This ownership 

includes the responsibility of costs associated with the maintenance of required and 

proposed landscape features, functional, ecological, and aesthetic, as outlined in a 

Stewardship Plan, unique to this outlot, provided by the developer, Coons Construction 

of Verona, LLC. 

 

Coons Construction retained Sparrow Landscaping LLC and Carrico Engineering and 

Consulting Inc. to create this stewardship plan, which includes a description of the 

outlot, a narrative description of, and CAD plan delineating, proposed landscape 

features including stormwater infrastructure, softscape planting detail, maintenance 

recommendations and a five-year budget estimate to maintain proposed features. 

Ultimately this will help guide the Homeowner’s Association to effectively maintain the 

landscape features for the enjoyment of current and future homeowners. 

 

1.2 Outlot Description (refer to exhibit 2.1) 

Southern mesic forest covers approximately 10.46 acres of this 12.21-acre outlot; the 

balance comprised of rolling cropped hayfield. Post development, the woodland area 

will be reduced by 0.75 acres to accommodate the construction of the dry stormwater 

basin.  

 

Like most forest communities in Wisconsin, this woodland remnant sustained a history of 

logging, but supports native hardwoods like maple, basswood, oak, and black cherry. 

The exotic invasive buckthorn is common along the woodland edge. The existing 

hayfield is transitioning from alfalfa to cool season exotic grasses. 

 

1.3 Outlot Landscape Features (refer to exhibits 2.2 & 2.3) 

 

Required Stormwater Basins, Proposed Native Plantings 
Stormwater basins, which are required to mitigate the stormwater runoff caused by the 

infrastructure inherent to the development, will be constructed within the north end of 

the woodland and adjacent hayfield during the 2024 growing season. After 

construction, the dry basin will be seeded with a native pollinator prairie blend 

comprised of species that thrive in mesic to wet-mesic soil and full sun conditions. The 

shaded portion of the area disturbed by the construction of the dry stormwater basin 

will be seeded with a native woodland blend.  
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The adjacent undisturbed hayfield around the dry and wet basins will first be treated 

with glyphosate herbicide to eliminate the existing vegetation, then seeded with a 

native pollinator prairie blend comprised of species that thrive in mesic soils.  

 

Installing prairie within the dry stormwater basin and around both the dry and wet 

stormwater basins will provide the following benefits: 

• Functional: Increased infiltration through extensive prairie plant root systems. 

• Aesthetic: Blending the stormwater basins into, instead of setting them apart 

from, the landscape. 

• Ecological: Significantly higher biodiversity associated with a prairie community 

versus an aging hayfield. 

 

Proposed Trail System 
A trail system comprised of five-foot wide hardpack circuits in the woodland 

transitioning to ten-foot-wide turf blend paths winding through the prairie and between 

lots six and seven and lots nine and ten will be completed during the growing season of 

2024. The developer will cover the costs associated with the hardpack trail. The trail 

system will allow access through, and enjoyment of, the forest and prairie by morning 

walkers and sunset trail runners. 

 

Proposed Gazebo & Picnic Area 
A gazebo centered in turf connected to the trail system overlooking the prairie and 

woodland will be during the fall of 2024. This peaceful gathering space will invite picnic 

lovers and bird watchers. 

 

Cost 
The cost of materials, site preparation/grading, and installation of all required and 

proposed landscape features will be covered by the Developer.  

 

1.4 Outlot Landscape Features Maintenance 

Trail System 
The maintenance of the trail system will vary by trail type. Since the turf blend that 

comprises the turf section of trail system is inherently low maintenance, mowing is 

recommended once per month during the growing season (May-Oct.) to a height of 

three to four inches (if needed). Mowing frequency will be tied to the amount and 

frequency of rainfall. 

 

Maintenance of the hardpack trail system will focus on the removal of obstacles that 

interfere with safe trail navigation. Plan on the as-needed removal of branches and 

fallen trees, trimming of interfering tree and shrub branches, removal of stumps that 

emerge due to frost heaving and spot spraying unwanted colonizing vegetation. 

 

Native Plantings 
Consulting 

Retain an ecological consultant with a minimum of five years of experience evaluating 

native plantings to evaluate and provide follow-up written recommendations regarding 

the condition of, and maintenance to correct any issues impacting the establishment 

of, the native seeding.  
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Schedule three evaluations during the first growing season in early summer (June), mid-

summer (July/August) and late summer (August/September) with the goal of providing 

recommendations on the timing of mowing to control annual weeds.  

Schedule one evaluation during the late spring of the second growing season with the 

goal of verifying native seedling establishment and density and to determine if a 

June/early July mowing is required to control biennial weeds. 

 

Schedule yearly evaluations after the first two growing seasons during the early summer 

to verify native plant establishment, density, and diversity and to check for exotic weed 

colonization. Schedule spot-herbicide work with a licensed applicator if needed 

according to the ecological consultant’s recommendations. 

 

Weed Control  

Schedule mowing to control early successional weeds in the native seeding during the 

first two (and possibly three) growing seasons to minimize the competition between the 

slower growing, but long-lived, native perennials and the fast growing, but short-lived 

annual and biennial weeds. Although timing and frequency of mowing will be 

determined through site evaluations described in the consulting section, schedule 

mowing to a six-inch height whenever the average height of the vegetation is 12 inches 

during the first growing season and to a six-inch height in June during the second 

growing season if the ecological consultant determines that biennial weeds are a 

competitive force. Mowing frequency will be tied to the amount and frequency of 

rainfall. 

 

If directed through the ecological consultant, schedule control of exotic herbaceous 

perennials, grasses, and woody exotics in the seedling, largely foliar stage, with a 

licensed herbicide applicator. 

 

Thatch Management  

Schedule mowing flush with the soil surface during the early spring of the third growing 

season to facilitate rapid soil warm-up and to control the accumulation of thatch, 

which will eventually restrict the vigorous growth of native perennials if allowed to 

accumulate. Schedule a prescribed burn over 50% of the native planting with a fully 

insured ecological restoration company during the spring of the fourth growing season 

and the balance during the spring of the fifth growing season. 

 

Stormwater Basins (refer to recorded maintenance agreement) 

As mandated by the recorded stormwater maintenance agreement, schedule 

inspections of the stormwater management system. Frequency of inspections per 

recorded stormwater management maintenance agreement. Perform any 

maintenance as directed by the recommendations of the professional performing the 

inspections and as per the recorded stormwater maintenance agreement. 

 

Forest Management 
The forested area of the Outlot is meant to be preserved for the enjoyment of all 

residents, so the proposed removal of any native woodland species by any resident 

shall be reviewed by the Stewardship Plan Committee. 

 

Consulting 
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Retain an ecological consultant with a minimum of five years of experience evaluating 

woodland communities to evaluate and provide follow-up written recommendations 

regarding the condition of, and maintenance to correct any issues impacting, the 

health of the woodland.  

 

Schedule yearly evaluations to monitor the overall health of the woodland and to 

check for the presence of  exotic/noxious weeds such as Garlic Mustard (Alliaria 

petiolata), Bell’s honeysuckle (Lonicera x bella), Dame’s Rocket (Hesperis matronalis), 

Autumn Olive (Elaeagnus umbellata), Japanese Barberry (Berberis thunbergia) or 

Buckthorn (Rhamnus cathartica).  

 

Contract recommended woodland work (i.e. cutting/pruning) and invasive species 

control work (i.e. foliar/basal bark herbicide application, cutting/spot herbicide 

treatment/burning cut brush) with a firm who employs professionals and licensed 

applicators experienced in woodland restoration.  



1.5 Five Year Maintenance Estimate 

 

Year 

Maintenance & Itemized Yearly Estimate by Landscape Feature 
Yearly 

Estimate Trail System 
Native Plantings Stormwater Basins Forest Mgmt. 

hardpack turf 

1 

• residual stump removal  

• clearing fallen trees 

and braches 

• spot-herbicide 

treatment of 

unwanted vegetation 

• trimming branches 

from adjacent trees 

and shrubs interfering 

with trail navigation 

monthly 

mowing 

• early, mid and late 

summer evaluations by 

ecological consultant 

to check seedling 

establishment and 

recommend mowing 

timing 

• three mowings to six 

inches when the 

existing vegetation is 

an average of 12 

inches to control 

annual weeds 

• evaluation by professional to 

verify that stormwater system is 

functioning as designed and 

constructed and to provide 

maintenance recommendations 

to remedy any malfunctions. 

Frequency of inspections shall be 

according to the recorded 

stormwater maintenance 

agreement 

• maintenance (defined after 

evaluations) 

• yearly evaluation by 

ecological consultant 

to check woodland 

health and provide 

management 

recommendations 

 

$12,950 $2,500 $3,000 $5,100 $1,150 $1,200 

2 

• residual stump removal 

• clearing fallen trees 

and branches 

• spot-herbicide 

treatment of 

unwanted vegetation 

• trimming branches 

from adjacent trees 

and shrubs interfering 

with trail navigation 

monthly 

mowing 

• late spring evaluation 

by ecological 

consultant to check 

seedling establishment 

and verify mowing 

timing 

• mowing/spot mow 

once in June to six 

inches if needed to 

control biennial weeds 

• evaluation by professional to 

verify that stormwater system is 

functioning as designed and 

constructed and to provide 

maintenance recommendations 

to remedy any malfunctions. 

Frequency of inspections shall be 

according to the recorded 

stormwater maintenance 

agreement 

• maintenance (defined after 

evaluations) 

• yearly evaluation by 

ecological consultant 

to check woodland 

health and provide 

management 

recommendations 

 

$9,050 $2,500 $3,000 $1,200 $1,150 $1,200 

3 

• clearing fallen trees 

and branches 

• spot-herbicide 

treatment of 

unwanted vegetation 

monthly 

mowing 

• early spring mow to 

reduce standing 

residual vegetation 

• early summer 

evaluation by 

• evaluation by professional to 

verify that stormwater system is 

functioning as designed and 

constructed and to provide 

maintenance recommendations 

• yearly evaluation by 

ecological consultant 

to check woodland 

health and provide 
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• trimming branches 

from adjacent trees 

and shrubs interfering 

with trail navigation 

ecological consultant 

to check native plant 

establishment, 

presence of exotic 

vegetation and 

propose control of 

exotics 

• spot herbicide 

application if needed 

to control exotics 

to remedy any malfunctions. 

Frequency of inspections shall be 

according to the recorded 

stormwater maintenance 

agreement 

• maintenance (defined after 

evaluations) 

management 

recommendations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

$11,200 $2,100 $3,000 $3,750 $1,150 $1,200 

4 

• clearing fallen trees 

and branches 

• spot-herbicide 

treatment of 

unwanted vegetation 

• trimming branches 

from adjacent trees 

and shrubs interfering 

with trail navigation 

monthly 

mowing 

• prescribed burn to 50% of 

the area 

• early summer evaluation 

by ecological consultant 

to check native plant 

establishment, presence of 

exotic vegetation and 

propose control of exotics 

• spot herbicide application 

if needed to control 

exotics 

• evaluation by professional to 

verify that stormwater system 

is functioning as designed 

and constructed and to 

provide maintenance 

recommendations to remedy 

any malfunctions. Frequency 

of inspections shall be 

according to the recorded 

stormwater maintenance 

agreement 

• maintenance (will be defined 

after evaluations) 

• yearly evaluation by 

ecological consultant 

to check woodland 

health and provide 

management 

recommendations 

 

$11,200 $2,100 $3,000 $3,750 $1,150 $1,200 

5 

• clearing fallen trees 

and branches 

• spot-herbicide 

treatment of 

unwanted vegetation 

• trimming branches 

from adjacent trees 

and shrubs interfering 

with trail navigation 

monthly 

mowing 

• prescribed burn to 50% of 

the area that wasn’t 

burned in year four 

• early summer evaluation 

by ecological consultant 

to check native plant 

establishment, presence of 

exotic vegetation and 

propose control of exotics 

• spot herbicide application 

if needed to control 

exotics 

• evaluation by professional to 

verify that stormwater system 

is functioning as designed 

and constructed and to 

provide maintenance 

recommendations to remedy 

any malfunctions. Frequency 

of inspections shall be 

according to the recorded 

stormwater maintenance 

agreement 

• maintenance (will be defined 

after evaluations) 

• yearly evaluation by 

ecological consultant 

to check woodland 

health and provide 

management 

recommendations 

 

$8,700 $2,100 $3,000 $1,250 $1,150 $1,200 



Section 2 – Exhibits 
 
2.1 Existing Conditions 
Rolling hay-cropped farm fields & mesic woodland. 
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Exhibit 2.2 Proposed Outlot Landscape Features (to-scale plan attached) 
Rolling open areas augmented with floristically diverse pollinator prairie fringed with a scenic 

picnic area. Woodland enhanced with a hardpack trail system that connects forest to fields.  
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Exhibit 2.3 Softscape Materials Detail 
Plant palette reflective of pre-settlement prairie ecosystems. 

 
Pollinator Prairie, Mesic Soils (low profile graminoids) 

Latin Common Format Amt. Unit 

Anemone canadensis Canada Anemone pls seed/acre 4.00 oz 

Asclepias syriaca Common Milkweed pls seed/acre 4.00 oz 

Asclepias tuberosa Butterflyweed pls seed/acre 5.50 oz 

Baptisia alba White False Indigo pls seed/acre 5.00 oz 

Bouteloua curtipendula Sideoats Grama pls seed/acre 113.00 oz 

Carex bicknellii Copper-shouldered Oval Sedge pls seed/acre 8.00 oz 

Carex brevior Plains Oval Sedge pls seed/acre 5.50 oz 

Carex vulpinoidea Brown Fox Sedge pls seed/acre 3.50 oz 

Dalea purpurea Purple Prairie Clover pls seed/acre 8.00 oz 

Echinacea pallida Pale Purple Coneflower pls seed/acre 5.50 oz 

Echinacea purpurea Purple Coneflower pls seed/acre 5.00 oz 

Heliopsis helianthoides Early Sunflower pls seed/acre 8.00 oz 

Liatris pycnostachya Prairie Blazingstar pls seed/acre 4.00 oz 

Monarda fistulosa Bergamot pls seed/acre 3.00 oz 

Oligoneuron rigidum Stiff Goldenrod pls seed/acre 4.00 oz 

Parthenium integrifolium Wild Quinine pls seed/acre 3.50 oz 

Pycnanthemum virginianum Mountain Mint pls seed/acre 1.50 oz 

Ratibida pinnata Yellow Coneflower pls seed/acre 3.00 oz 

Rudbeckia hirta Black-Eyed Susan pls seed/acre 2.00 oz 

Rudbeckia subtomentosa Sweet Black-Eyed Susan pls seed/acre 2.00 oz 

Silphium terebinthinaceum Prairie Dock pls seed/acre 3.00 oz 

Symphyotrichum novae-angliae New England Aster pls seed/acre 3.00 oz 

Tradescantia ohiensis Spiderwort pls seed/acre 6.00 oz 

Zizia aurea Golden Alexanders pls seed/acre 3.50 oz 

Avena sativa (spring nurse crop) Oats pls seed/acre 35.00 lbs 
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Pollinator Prairie, Mesic to Wet/Mesic Soils (dry stormwater basin) 

Common Latin Format Amt. Unit 

Anemone canadensis Canada Anemone pls seed/acre 2.00 oz 

Asclepias incarnata Red Milkweed pls seed/acre 3.00 oz 

Doellingeria umbellatus Flat-topped Aster pls seed/acre 2.00 oz 

Helenium flexuosum Purple-headed Sneezeweed pls seed/acre 1.00 oz 

Heliopsis helianthoides Ox-Eye Sunflower pls seed/acre 4.00 oz 

Hibiscus laevis Rose Mallow pls seed/acre 2.00 oz 

Iris virginica var. shrevei Southern Blue Flag pls seed/acre 5.00 oz 

Liatris pycnostachya Prairie Blazingstar pls seed/acre 5.00 oz 

Lobelia siphilitica Great Blue Lobelia pls seed/acre 2.00 oz 

Monarda fistulosa Wild Bergamot pls seed/acre 2.00 oz 

Oligoneuron ohioense Ohio Goldenrod pls seed/acre 2.00 oz 

Oligoneuron rigidum Stiff Goldenrod pls seed/acre 2.00 oz 

Parthenium integrifolium Wild Quinine pls seed/acre 2.00 oz 

Physostegia virginiana Obedient Plant pls seed/acre 2.00 oz 

Pycnanthemum tenufolium Slender Mountain Mint pls seed/acre 1.00 oz 

Rudbeckia hirta Black-Eyed Susan pls seed/acre 2.00 oz 

Rudbeckia subtomentosa Sweet Black-Eyed Susan pls seed/acre 2.00 oz 

Silphium terebinthenaceum Prairie Dock pls seed/acre 5.00 oz 

Symphyotrichum novae-angliae New England Aster pls seed/acre 3.00 oz 

Teucrium canadense Germander pls seed/acre 2.00 oz 

Tradescantia ohiensis Spiderwort pls seed/acre 2.00 oz 

Zizia aurea Golden Alexanders pls seed/acre 2.00 oz 

Calamagrostis canadensis Bluejoint Grass pls seed/acre 3.00 oz 

Carex annectens Small Yellow Fox Sedge pls seed/acre 4.00 oz 

Carex bicknellii Copper Shouldered Oval Sedge pls seed/acre 8.00 oz 

Carex scoparia Lance-fruited Oval Sedge pls seed/acre 8.00 oz 

Carex vulpinoidea Fox Sedge pls seed/acre 7.00 oz 

Glyceria canadensis Rattlesnake Grass pls seed/acre 8.00 oz 

Juncus effusus Common Rush pls seed/acre 2.00 oz 

Echinochloa crusgalli (nurse crop) Barnyard Grass pls seed/acre 16.00 oz 
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Forest Edge, Mesic Soils 

Common Latin Format Amt. Unit 

Blephilia hirsuta Hairy Wood Mint pls seed/acre 2.00 oz 

Desmodium glutinosum Pointed-leaved Tick Trefoil pls seed/acre 4.00 oz 

Eutrochium purpureum Sweet Joe Pye Weed pls seed/acre 2.00 oz 

Maianthemum racemosum Solomon's Plume pls seed/acre 8.00 oz 

Osmorhiza longistylis Aniseroot pls seed/acre 6.00 oz 

Penstemon hirsutus Hairy Beardtongue pls seed/acre 1.00 oz 

Polemonium reptans Jacob's Ladder pls seed/acre 4.00 oz 

Polygonatum biflorum Solomon's Seal pls seed/acre 6.00 oz 

Solidago ulmifolia Elm-Leaved Goldenrod pls seed/acre 2.00 oz 

Symphyotrichum lateriflorus Calico Aster pls seed/acre 2.00 oz 

Carex blanda Common Wood Sedge pls seed/acre 4.00 oz 

Carex brevior Plains Oval Sedge pls seed/acre 3.00 oz 

Carex molesta Field Oval Sedge pls seed/acre 3.00 oz 

Carex normalis Spreading Oval Sedge pls seed/acre 3.00 oz 

Carex projecta Loose-headed Oval Sedge pls seed/acre 2.00 oz 

Cinna arundinacea Wood Reed Grass pls seed/acre 2.00 oz 

Diarrhena obovata Beak Grass pls seed/acre 32.00 oz 

Elymus hystrix Bottlebrush Grass pls seed/acre 16.00 oz 

Avena sativa (spring nurse crop) Oats pls seed/acre 35.00 lbs 

 
 
 

Mowed Turf Seed Blend 

Latin Common   Amt./Acre Unit 

Poa pratensis, Lolium perenne & Festuca spp. Wear-N-Tear Turfgrass Blend  250 lbs 

 



                                                  Approved by Board

 Signature _______________________________

 Date ___________________________________

Riverside Vista Approved/Preferred Tree List

Genus/Species Common Name
Abies balsamea Balsam Fir
Abies fraseri Fraser Fir
Acer rubrum Red Maple
Acer saccharum Sugar Maple
Acer nigrum Black Maple
Betula lenta Sweet/Black Birch
Betula alleghaniensis Yellow Birch
Betula nigra River Birch
Carya ovata Shagbark Hickory
Carya cordiformis Bitternut/Yellowbud Hickory
Carpinus caroliniana American Hornbeam/Musclewood
Castanea dentata Chestnut
Celtis occidentalis Hackberry
Cercis canadensis Redbud
Fagus grandifolia American Beech
Ginkgo biloba Ginkgo or Maidenhair Tree
Gleditsia triacanthos Honey Locust
Gymnocladus dioica Kentucky Coffeetree
Halesia monticola Mountain Silverbell
Juglans nigra Black Walnut
Juniperus virginiana Red Cedar
Larix spp. Larch
Piceaa bies Norway Spruce
Picea glauca White Spruce
Picea mariana Black Spruce
Pinus banksiana Jack Pine
Pinus nigra Austrian Pine
Pinus resinosa Red Pine
Pinus strobus White Pine
Platanus occidentalis Sycamore/American Planetree
Populus grandidentata Bigtooth Aspen
Populus tremuloides Trembling Aspen
Prunus serotina Black Cherry
Prunus pensylvanica Pin Cherry
Quercus alba White Oak
Quercus bicolor Swamp White Oak
Quercus ellipsoidalis Northern Hill's Oak
Quercus macrocarpa Bur Oak
Quercus palustris Pin Oak
Quercus muehlenbergii Chinkapin Oak
Thuja occidentalis White Cedar
Tilia americana Basswood
Tsuga canadensis Hemlock


